Brunswick Park Safer Neighbourhood Ward Panel Meeting

Tuesday 24th March 2009 at 1900

	Attendees

	Cornelius Gray (Chair) CG

	Diane Sharkey DS

	Cllr Sandra Rhule SR

	PC Paul Mercer PM

	PCSO Harj Ubha

	PCSO Thomas Kennedy

	Don Phillips DP

	Angela Osigbesan AO

	Julie Stennet JS

	Cllr Ian Wingfield IW

	Russell Prett RP

	PS Nicholas Tungatt NT

	PC Paul Back PB


CG - Welcomes everyone to meeting and invites questions

AO - Has concerns about the health and safety of the residents of Marchwood Close and youths hanging around the stairwell on Stanswood Gardens.
NT - Talks through the anti-Social behaviour currently being dealt with on Stanswood and how Brunswick SNT is committed to sorting out residents’ concerns.
JS - Has had complaints from three residents, and one in particular is vulnerable and feels intimidated. The anti-social behaviour seems to be occurring from around 10am to 2pm around the Marchwood Close area. Has gone to a police station to report an assault on the cleaner who was too frightened to make a report personally.
CG - Why hadn’t this been discussed at the TA meeting?

NT - Explains that when there is a victim of crime, that person needs to come forward or the police cannot do anything about it. Brunswick Park SNT won’t tolerate that sort of behaviour and requests the co-operation of the community on the estate. 
PB - States that over the past six months the SNT are aware of two groups that loiter around Southampton Estate, three lads on Sceux Gardens Estate in particular and a group that hang around the Redbridge Estate and asks whether anyone present knows of any of these.
PB - We are chasing these youths around, identifying them and arresting them for crimes committed on your estate No one has contacted us to say they have a problem at that time in the morning. The youth offending team would deal with offenders but not those bunking off from school.
IW - The housing Officer and the warden can carry out a blitz on the estate.

JS - The housing officer says he has no power.

NT - We need some evidence from residents to put them before Magistrates to receive ASBOs

PB - Basically, they have to be arrested for a criminal offence. However, people don’t want to give evidence. And actually two or three of the main leaders don’t have ASBOs at the moment and normally their behaviour doesn’t constitute a criminal offence. Over person’s complaint won’t get an ASBO but three or four will plus police officers can give evidence of what residents are saying.
IW - They could be putting their tenancy in jeopardy.

CG - Wardens have been cut down from 12 - 4. Is that right?

IW - 12 down to 8 in Camberwell is my understanding.

CG - It has made a difference on all estates. Why cut them down when it makes people vulnerable?

PB -The thing is that you probably won’t see them unless you wait around for them.

CG - It keeps the kids away.

CG - There’s been a spate of burglaries on the Mary Dachelor Estate. They’re jumping over the fences. Can we get some dummy cameras put up?

PB - Once it’s been discussed at a local level everyone knows it’s a dummy.

NT - Is there anything we can do with the fencing?

CG - There are certain height restrictions for the fencing.

CG - what are the police doing about drugs on the estates? 

NT - I have done about 20 stop and searches over the four weeks I’ve been here. We’ve been looking to introduce a drugs dog onto the estate and set up a covert operation to catch people at it. My background is pro-active policing. If it’s in our remit we will deal with it. I need intelligence from the community. We were involved in a crack house closure on Mistral this week. The next focus is on gun, knife and domestic violence. Drugs have unfortunately gone down the priority list. If we can get details from the people who know who these drug dealers are I can go past in plain clothes and take a drugs dog. I’m all for disrupting criminals.
PB - The more information we get the more we can do.

NT - We had a surgery on the Southampton Way Estate and only one person turned up.

RP - We understand police resources - why don’t we see PCSOs come to our residents’ meetings?

NT - we don’t want it to be the case that they turn up and are asked ‘what are you doing about it?’ However, they can be there as an intelligence gathering resource.
RP - Maybe they can attend meetings on the Southampton way

JS - Are you going to have regular police surgeries?

TK - If you check on the web-site, we update the details regularly.

NT - One of our last priorities is the dogs on the D’eynesford. Myself and Theresa have had an exchange of words with the dog owner.

CG - We want to address the council regarding stuff to put around the trees to deter. The council don’t say how many pets you can have.
RP - The first point of call in the housing officer, then the RSPCA. You’ve got to make it an agenda item so a housing officer attends. 

DS - They get into the children’s play area. It’s not acceptable. I’m frightened of retaliation.

CG - The problem is that the council officers finish at 4-5 o’clock. As TA, what are you supposed to do?

NT - The Sceaux Gardens Estate and Stanswood Gardens- we’ve had some good arrests and want to keep it as one of our priorities. We are also prioritising Marchwood and the Lettsom Estate
JS - These are the buildings that don’t have secure doors.

NT - We can have a look at the layout of your flat.

CG - The next meeting is in six weeks time, 28th April at 7:30pm.
