Brunswick Park Safer Neighbourhood Ward Panel Meeting

Tuesday 28th April 2009 at 1930

Attendees

	PS Nicholas Tungatt NT (Chair) NT

	Spencer Heather SH

	Cllr Sandra Rhule SR

	PC Paul Mercer PM

	PCSO Theresa Harris TH

	Nick Peel NP

	Don Phillips DP

	Abena Appiah-Kerr AK

	Jade Clarke JC

	Cllr Ian Wingfield IW

	Russell Prett RP

	Liz-Ray Dobson LD

	Kili Koukougnon KK


NT - Introduces himself as the Police Sergeant for Brunswick Park Safer Neighbour Team (SNT) and reminds all those present about last month’s ward priorities: Marchwood, Stanswood and the Lettsom Estate. There have been numerous stops and searches on Marchwood and Stanswood. Two warrants have been executed and various items of property have been seized on the estates. On Stanswood in particular, it seems to be the same groups causing anti-social behaviour and Brunswick Park SNT have been proactively working the estate. Over the past weekend cannabis was seized from four youths, and they have been warned that next time they will be arrested. Regarding the Lettsom Estate, we have had more intelligence on drug usage on the estate and have conducted high visibility patrols and I will be executing various warrants at different times across the ward.
DP - Can you get a warrant even if they live outside Southwark?

NT - Yes, I can do a name check and as long as you have the evidence you need, speak to the SNT of that particular area and a warrant can be executed. And if there’s information relating to firearms, we’ll get the operation together. We can get the appropriate team doing the appropriate job. Also, the Met have got a huge network of informants. I work on the intelligence given to me but I don’t need the informant’s names, address, phone number etc. If they ask me to ignore them in the street then I will walk past them and not acknowledge them. 

DP - Is it common practise to employ informants?

NT - I’ve dealt with informants - also known as Covert Human Intelligence Sources - but we’re talking about in relation to high level crime here.
SS - But the low level crime has a knock on effect.

NT - I can increase the intelligence picture. I’m surveillance trained as well.

SS - On the Lettsom, a youth has been arrested a couple of times. It leaves people wondering what is happening, especially in respect of their tenancies. 
NT - It’s all about disruption. If there’s not enough evidence in the house, unfortunately they move back in, however, they put their tenancy agreements in jeopardy. I am building a case against them. 

RP - If there’s an ASBO then the whole family puts their tenancy agreement in jeopardy. If the police could pass this information on to the TA then we can work in union and respond by sending letters out from the TA.

NT - It’s the same as with the judicial system. These kids have been told that if their behaviour continues they will get ASBOs and put their and their families’ tenancy in jeopardy. I’ve spoken to the parents and it seems to be having a good effect, in particular in relation to one case on Marchwood. 
DP - Is the new Borough Commander having an effect on what you’re doing? 

NT - I am already working toward OCU (Operational Command Unit) objectives which follow ward and team objectives. We are the only ward which now has five PCs. It’s on a trial basis as we’ve got the 3 new PCs for six months. 
We’re going to be running a youth diversion project using the Karrot Bus. I’ve been talking to he kids on the Sceux Gardens Estate, Marchwwod and Stanswood regarding the Karrot Bus. We’re planning on having the bus on the estates on the 15th/16th May. Leaflets are going out this week so kids can talk to their parents about the dates. They can look on the Met website as well. We are going to be out on all the estates, going down in plain clothes and breaking down barriers and finding out what the kids need and see if we can get funding for kids’ clubs.
IW - Can I report that I have had representations about the issue of aggressive, begging, street drinking and urinating in the street on Denmark Hill - on both sides. It’s a joint ward job.  We need to get a grip of the problem before summer.
NT - We’ll make anti-social behaviour on Denmark Hill a priority for the month

IW - They deal on the streets and are selling it in the day

NT - We’ll do some plain clothes patrols down there. We have been looking at problems on Denmark Hill. We have a day of action on the 29th April which will involve Camberwell Green, Camberwell South and Brunswick Park.

RP - (Reassures everyone that the TA are dealing with issues on Marchwood)
DP - Regarding the police and the proceeds of crime, are you getting any success with repossessions? 

NT - I’ve seized thousands of pounds worth of cash. If they’ve got a thousand pounds they can’t account for then it gets seized.
DP - We’d like to hear about those successes.
NT - Recaps this month’s priorities as drugs on the Lettsom Estate; anti-social behaviour (ASB) on Marchwood and now ASB and aggressive begging on Denmark Hill.

NP - Expresses concern about recent knife crime. 
NT - Every SNT is doing something on the 29th to combat youth / gang knife crime. We’re implementing stop and search using knife arches at stations. We do weapons sweeps on the estates as we know that knives are left in bushes etc for people to pick up and use. We are arresting people all over. 
IW - I think we need to advertise what’s going on and flagging up what you’ve mentioned to reassure people. 
(Mentions issue of how the council have neglected smaller gardens and as a result has left them open to anti-social behaviour.)
PM - Brunswick Park SNT have had 3 detections of cannabis in Brunswick Park in the last few days.

Date for next meeting: 23rd June

