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Save our rail services!

By lobbying your local MP, you can help save vital
local rail services which bring thousands of
patients, staff and visitors to the hospital each day. 

The South London Line is a loop service that operates between
Victoria and London Bridge via Denmark Hill. It currently
provides two trains an hour between these major London
terminals all day, everyday; a crucial link for people with hospital
appointments, visiting relatives or going to work each day. 

Impact on patients, staff and visitors

In 2007 we were told by rail authorities that our link to London
Bridge would be cut to accommodate the major platform
changes needed as part of the Thameslink project. At the time,
we were reassured that the direct link to Victoria would be
retained with a new service from Victoria to Bellingham. 

This year, rail authorities announced that this new service would
not be provided either. It was felt that Transport for London�s
East London Line Extension would be an adequate, alternative
option, providing links to Clapham Junction (to change for
Victoria) and trains to Peckham Rye (to change for London
Bridge). This would mean extra changes for people travelling 
to and from Denmark Hill, extra delays to work journeys and
further inconvenience for patients, staff and visitors.

Communities, services and businesses are built on effective rail
links. In our case, accessing services and getting to work are
important reasons for helping people decide where they receive
their care or build their careers. We feel rail authorities do not
always appreciate this but we understand politicians might.  

Making the case

We believe this situation is unacceptable and there is a strong
case to revisit the decisions behind all the proposed changes to
the South London Line. We need your help to encourage the
Rail Minister to work with Transport for London and Network
Rail to re-examine the future of the South London Line.

Please fill out your campaign postcard and send 
it to your local MP. 
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Andy Glyn, a patient governor who chairs the Governor�s
Transport Working Group which works with stakeholders
to influence key decision makers to provide the best means
of access to King�s says:
Denmark Hill is a vital transport link for King's
College Hospital staff and patients who rely on
the regular services that run directly to and from
central London. The Governor’ s Transport
Working Group will be helping co-ordinate
members’ activity on this issue, and I urge you
all to write to your local MP on the postcard
enclosed to let them know your views on the
proposed changes to our rail services.

By 2012 direct trains 
to central London from
all the stations on the
South London Line
would be decimated. 
Campaigner Eileen Conn
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What you helped to achieve

In 2007 we asked you to support our campaign 
to get lifts installed at Denmark Hill Station. 
You responded in droves and sent postcards to your
local MPs, asking them to write to the Rail Minister.

As a result of the action you took, and with the help of local
politicians, the Minister saw how important our case was and
agreed to make the station a priority as part of a nationwide
initiative called Access for All. Since then, we have been
working hard with Network Rail to make the Minister�s
commitment a reality. We are delighted to report that plans
were recently submitted to Southwark Council�s planning
department for approval, and we are hopeful that work will
begin later this year.

The station has also been included in another nationwide
initiative which will see millions invested in Denmark Hill to build
a new footbridge, install lifts from each platform, construct 
a new access ramp, linking the station to the new footbridge
and provide a new, accessible entrance to the station.

Millions invested

This is another reason why we are campaigning to retain our 
rail services. Cutting direct links to London Bridge and Victoria
seems counter to the investment going into the station. 
The upgrades planned for the station are good opportunities to
enhance our direct links to London terminals and we see no
reason why Transport for London cannot run the new orbital
East London Line service alongside the excellent, existing radial
links to central London. 

The installation of lifts and overhaul of other facilities will allow
us to promote Denmark Hill as an alternative option to getting
to King�s by car. We plan to encourage more patients, where
possible, to take the train to the hospital following the
installation of the lifts. This will ease traffic congestion and free
up space for those who really need to come by car.
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The Chairman’s
message

As you can read in this issue of Members’ 
News, we are asking once again, for you to support
the campaign to save our local rail services. 
The arguments outlined demonstrate the strength
of feeling at King’s about this issue and the
importance of existing rail services that bring
thousands of patients, carers, visitors and staff 
to and from King’s.

One of the advantages of being a Foundation Trust is that it
allows us to influence policymakers by giving you the power 
to make a difference for your hospital. We have already seen
the impact this has had with the millions in investment
planned for Denmark Hill Station. 

I know that there is significant support for this campaign
among all our local MPs, London Assembly Members and
Councillors from all political parties. We are hopeful that
through our joint efforts we can get the Secretary of State for
Transport to see our viewpoint and realise that in this part of
London, services like the South London Line are vital for our
patients, carers, visitors and staff.

King�s Health Partners is our Academic Health Sciences Centre
and you will have read in recent editions of Members� News
about how we have joined forces with Guy�s and St Thomas�
NHS Foundation Trust, South London the Maudsley NHS
Foundation Trust and King� College London (University).
King�s Health Partners brings together 25,000 members 
of staff and 15,000 students. It will deliver healthcare for 
2 million people in South East London alone. The South
London Line facilitates our collaboration. It is a key part of 
our business planning and its removal would have a big 
impact on our ability to work together effectively to enable 
us to provide the best service for our patients.

Please fill out the enclosed postcard and send it to your local
MP today. Your support is very much appreciated.

Michael Parker, Chairman 

Denmark Hill Station services

King’s members and local groups campaigning outside
Denmark Hill Station



Eileen Conn is a Peckham resident, King’s
Foundation Trust member, and founder and 
co-ordinator of the Southwark Rail Users Group.
She was recently awarded the MBE for services 
to the community.

“Local rail user groups – Southwark Rail Users’
Group and Clapham Transport Users’ Group – 
were shocked recently to discover a secret deal
between Transport for London and the Department
for Transport to axe another crucial train service
through Denmark Hill – the planned Victoria-
Bellingham service. London Travel Watch (LTW) 
the official London transport watchdog called it
‘deceitful’. 

“This new service was offered last year to ’replace’
the direct service to London Bridge which is
planned to be cut in 2012. The upshot of all this is
that by 2012 direct trains to central London from
all the stations on the South London Line would be
decimated. Denmark Hill would be left with no
direct trains to and from London Bridge, only two
an hour to Victoria during the day with none in the
early morning or in the evening, and two trains an
hour to Blackfriars. 

“This just doesn’t make any sense when Denmark
Hill station has so recently succeeded in winning
millions in investment to improve access at the
station. Already many thousands of patients, staff
and visitors rely on the direct services between
Denmark Hill and London Bridge and Victoria, and
that will continue to grow.   

“The local rail user groups have come together
with all the hospitals affected including Kings,
other local employers, all local elected
representatives and cross-party representatives, to
form the campaign to Save Our South London Line.
Further information on the issues can be seen at
the petition website.” 

The campaign urges rail users to:
�  sign the web petition at
http://tinyurl.com/SouthLondonLine
�  email your views to Lord Adonis (the Rail Minister)
andrew.adonis@dft.gsi.gov.uk
�  email your views to Boris Johnson
mayor@london.gov.uk
�  join online Facebook group Save the South London
Line between Victoria and London Bridge

For information about the effect on other stations and the
Southwark Rail Users Group email SRUG@bellenden.net 
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A member’s view – we all need to get involved












